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Nerac to Host the next XcellR8 Meeting on January 11 

XcellR8 welcomes Michael Peck from Olie Robotics 
 

 
January 9, 2018, Tolland, CT.  Nerac is pleased to announce the next XcellR8 meeting which 
will be held Thursday, January 11th at 8:00am at the Nerac HQ in Tolland, CT.  The XcellR8 
meetings are high energy, interactive gatherings for entrepreneurs to pitch ideas and concepts 
and to brainstorm creative solutions to challenges. XcellR8 welcomes the return of Michael 
Peck from Olie Robotics.  
 
Olie Robotics started off as a hardware company building robotic products for the janitorial 
industry.  The objective was to build robots that worked along with high performance janitorial 
teams in a well defined, highly efficient, team cleaning environment targeted at the $56B US 
janitorial market.  They built several prototypes, found a few lead customers (and many more 
interested ones) and started to develop a strategy.  
 
Along the way, the Olie team discovered how difficult, expensive, competitive and risky 
hardware can be, but they marched forward anyway.  They presented to a few investors who 
uniformly felt the plan was too complicated. Finally, one investor identified an area that they 
liked and another that they didn’t.  So the team went back to the drawing board and reinvented 
themselves over the Christmas break.  Michael will present this interesting story along with the 
transition plan to the new model.  He’s interested in feedback on the pivot and invites all to help 
him identify any holes in the new plan. 

XcellR8 was originally established in 2002 as a networking cell, created by members of the 
Connecticut Technology Council executive board, which included Nerac CEO, Kevin Bouley.  
XcellR8 has since evolved into a powerful advisory program in support of entrepreneurs and 
fostering innovation in business throughout northeastern Connecticut. 

Recently recognized by CTNext – Connecticut’s go-to resource for entrepreneurial support – 
Nerac is a new member of the CTNext Partner Program. Nerac’s engagement with CTNext will 
focus on the Nerac XcellR8 and Incubator programs, which support the identification, 
assessment, mentoring and development of technology-based startups in northeastern 
Connecticut, particularly those out of UConn. An extension of the XcellR8 program, the 
Incubator program makes ideal workspace opportunities available to Nerac’s strong network 
and community of entrepreneurs. 

“Nerac has always made space and resources available to support XcellR8’s growing 
community of entrepreneurs in the past,” said Bouley. “We are excited to work with CTNext and 
look forward to an exciting new year, full of entrepreneurial ideas and creative brainstorming, 
starting with Michael and Olie Robotics.” 

Contact XcellR8 to learn more today. 

http://www.nerac.com/
mailto:xcellr8@nerac.com
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About Nerac  
Nerac Inc. is a global research and advisory firm for companies developing innovative products 
and technologies. Nerac provides expert insights that equip clients with the knowledge to 
develop or refine a technology, explore market growth opportunities, evaluate intellectual 
property strategies and respond to regulatory changes. Nerac serves approximately 5,000 users 
worldwide and delivers over 12,000 research projects and custom alerts each year. Nerac has a 
long, successful consulting history in a wide-range of industries with significant expertise and 
extensive data resources supporting client requests in the areas of technology scouting, IP, 
medical device, engineering, chemistry and advanced materials.  

 


